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The Truth About
Tree Pod Burials

What the viral image promised, and what actually works.

In 2015, an image went viral: a smooth, egg-shaped pod, rendered in luminous CGI,
cradling a body in the fetal position beneath a young tree. The caption promised that
after burial the body’s nutrients would feed the tree, the pod would dissolve, and the
person would become a tree. Death would become life. It was beautiful, it was shared
endlessly, and in the form depicted, it was not real.

The image was a design concept. The full-body pod — the one that went viral — has never
been manufactured, has never been sold, and does not exist as a product. The gap between
that rendering and what is actually available has created more confusion about tree burial
than any other single event in green deathcare. If you have ever seen someone share “you can
be buried in a pod and become a tree,” they were looking at a rendering of a product that
does not exist.

The truth is more practical and less cinematic than Instagram suggests. It is also genuinely
interesting, and there are real products — tested, available, and effective — that accomplish a
version of the promise. They just look different from the viral image.

What Actually Exists

What exists is the tree-growing urn: a biodegradable vessel that holds cremated ashes and is
buried with a tree planted above it. It does not hold a whole body. Ashes are placed inside,
the urn is buried, and over months to a few years the vessel breaks down and releases the
remains into the surrounding soil.

Whether the ashes meaningfully feed the tree is more nuanced than the promise implies.
Cremated remains are highly alkaline and mineral-dense, and can actually hold roots back if

concentrated; dispersed in soil, the effect dilutes, and the minerals are mildly beneficial in
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small amounts. A single urn’s worth is unlikely to harm a tree and may modestly help it. But
“become a tree” is poetic rather than botanical.

The Engineering Problem

Because raw ashes are too alkaline and too mineral-dense for most roots to tolerate directly,
the tree-growing urns that actually work solve this in one of a few ways — covered in detail in
our Living Urns guide. The best systems place a buffering growth medium between the ashes
and the roots, so roots grow through the buffer and gradually reach the ash minerals as the
urn breaks down. Others pair the urn with a seed that germinates as the vessel decomposes.
The engineering matters more than the marketing: a buffer and an established young tree

give a far higher chance of a healthy result than dumping ashes into a planting hole.

Managing Expectations

Tree burials work. A tree can be planted with ashes and thrive, the ashes contribute minerals
to the soil, and over decades some of the matter that was once a person is taken up into
living wood. That is true and beautiful.

What is less true is the idea that a single urn creates a one-to-one transformation — that the
tree is the person in any real biological sense. A tree is built mostly from air and water, not
soil minerals; the contribution from a small volume of ash is real but minor in the tree’s total
budget. The tree would grow nearly the same without it. This does not diminish the meaning
of the act. Planting a tree with someone’s ashes is a choice of growth over absence, a living
memorial to visit and watch change through seasons. That meaning does not require the tree
to be built from the person’s remains; it requires only that the person and the tree share the
same ground.

The Full-Body Question

The viral image showed a whole body, not ashes. Is there a way to be buried whole and have a
tree grow from the burial? Yes, but not via a pod. The answer is simpler: a green burial with a
tree planted above the grave. At many natural and conservation cemeteries a tree can serve
as the grave marker; the body decomposes naturally, its nutrients enter the local ecosystem,
and the tree’s roots grow through the enriched soil. This is the closest real-world version of
the viral image, and it needs no special product — just a green burial and a tree. It is slower

and more diffuse than the image implies, and more ecologically complete.
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A NOTE ON THIS GUIDE

This guide is for general information and reflects conditions as of 2026. Legal status, availability, and costs

change over time; confirm current details before making arrangements. Nothing here is legal, medical, or
financial advice.
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